
The testing journey

Register

Students, pupils and 
staff register online to 
participate. Note: this 
can be done in 
advance or 
immediately after the 
test.

Provide consent 
Students, pupils and 
staff need to provide 
consent (where 
required via a parent 
or guardian.) Consent 
form is available here.

Collect sample

Students, pupils and 
staff complete a 
supervised throat and 
nasal swab test. 
Students and pupils 
who are unable to self-
swab may be assisted 
with administered 
swabbing. Guidance 
will follow on support 
for pupils who cannot 
self-swab and those 
with SEND.

Read the test

The Testing Processor will analyse the result 
against the manufacturer's instruction for use 
and interprets result as negative, positive or 
invalid. 

Report result

Positive result: 
Student, pupil or staff member 
to take a subsequent PCR 
test to confirm the result. 
They will have to return 
home to self-isolate until 
results of PCR test are 
known. 

Negative result:
Log result against 
LFD test ID. 
Individual does not 
have to self-isolate 
and can attend 
school or college. 

Invalid result: 
Student, pupil or member of 
staff to take a new LFD test 
– collect new sample. 

Pupils, students and staff who are close 
contacts of a positive case should 
repeat daily tests on school days until 7 
negative tests days have elapsed. If the 
week elapses on a non-school day, they 
must isolate until they can test one final 
time on the next school day.  I.e. if week 
spans over a weekend the pupil should 
isolate over the weekend. 
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Repeat (for daily contact testing)
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges


The testing journey: positive result

For individuals who have returned a positive LFD test, schools and colleges should follow the following steps:

Self isolate

Student, pupils and staff 
return home with PCR test 
provided by school or 
college. Self-isolate based 
on current public
health guidance

Follow the guidance to take 
the test. 

If positive self-isolate 
following the current public 
health guidance. 

If negative, return to school 
or college. 

Take PCR test

If, at any point, a student, pupil or staff member begins displaying symptoms they must follow government 
guidelines.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance

